PART III: INFORMAL REVIEWS AND HEARINGS

16-111.A. OVERVIEW

Both applicants and participants have the right to disagree with, and appeal, certain decisions of
the PHA that may adversely affect them. PHA decisions that may be appealed by applicants and
participants are discussed in this section.

The process for applicant appeals of PHA decisions is called the “informal review.” For
participants (or applicants denied admission because of citizenship issues), the appeal process is
called an “informal hearing.” PHAs are required to include informal review procedures for

applicants and informal hearing procedures for participants in their administrative plans [24 CFR
982.54(d)(12) and (13)].

16-111.B. INFORMAL REVIEWS

Informal reviews are provided for program applicants. An applicant is someone who has applied
for admission to the program, but is not yet a participant in the program. Informal reviews are
intended to provide a “minimum hearing requirement” [24 CFR 982.554], and need not be as
elaborate as the informal hearing requirements [Federal Register 60, no. 127 (3 July 1995):
34690].

Decisions Subject to Informal Review

The PHA must give an applicant the opportunity for an informal review of a decision denying
assistance [24 CFR 982.554(a)]. Denial of assistance may include any or all of the following [24
CFR 982.552(a)(2)]:

e Denying listing on the PHA waiting list

¢ Denying or withdrawing a voucher

e Refusing to enter into a HAP contract or approve a lease

e Refusing to process or provide assistance under portability procedures
Informal reviews are not required for the following reasons [24 CFR 982.554(¢)]:
e Discretionary administrative determinations by the PHA

e General policy issues or class grievances

e A determination of the family unit size under the PHA subsidy standards

e A PHA determination not to approve an extension or suspension of a voucher term
¢ A PHA determination not to grant approval of the tenancy

e A PHA determination that the unit is not in compliance with the HQS

e A PHA determination that the unit is not in accordance with the HQS due to family size
or composition

© Copyright 2019 Nan McKay & Associates, Inc. Page 16-11 Adminplan 07/01/2021
Unlimited copies may be made for internal use.



PHA Policy

The PHA will only offer an informal review to applicants for whom assistance is being
denied. Denial of assistance includes: denying listing on the PHA waiting list; denying or
withdrawing a voucher; refusing to enter into a HAP contract or approve a lease; refusing
to process or provide assistance under portability procedures.

Notice to the Applicant [24 CFR 982.554(a)]

The PHA must give an applicant prompt notice of a decision denying assistance. The notice must
contain a brief statement of the reasons for the PHA decision, and must also state that the
applicant may request an informal review of the decision. The notice must describe how to
obtain the informal review.

Scheduling an Informal Review

PHA Policy

A request for an informal review must be made in writing and delivered to the PHA
either in person or by first class mail, by the close of the business day, no later than 10
business days from the date of the PHA’s denial of assistance.

The PHA must schedule and send written notice of the informal review within 10
business days of the family’s request.

If the informal review will be conducted remotely, at the time the PHA notifies the family
of the informal review, the family will be informed:

Regarding the processes to conduct a remote informal review:

That, if needed, the PHA will provide technical assistance prior to and during the
informal review; and

That if the family or any individual witness has any technological, resource, or
accessibility barriers preventing them from fully accessing the remote informal
review, the family may inform the PHA and the PHA will assist the family in
either resolving the issues or allow the family to participate in an in-person
informal review, as appropriate.

Informal Review Procedures [24 CFR 982.554(b)]

The informal review must be conducted by a person other than the one who made or approved
the decision under review, or a subordinate of this person.

The applicant must be provided an opportunity to present written or oral objections to the
decision of the PHA.
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Remote Informal Reviews [Notice PIH 2020-32]

There is no requirement that informal reviews be conducted in person and, as such, HUD allows
PHAs to conduct all or a portion of their informal review remotely either over the phone, via
video conferencing, or through other virtual platforms. If the PHA chooses to conduct remote
informal reviews, applicants may still request an in-person informal review, as applicable.

PHA Policy

The PHA has the sole discretion to require that informal reviews be conducted remotely
in case of local, state, or national physical distancing orders, and in cases of inclement
weather or natural disaster.

In addition, the PHA will conduct an informal review remotely upon request of the
applicant as a reasonable accommodation for a person with a disability, if an applicant
does not have child care or transportation that would enable them to attend the informal
review, or if the applicant believes an in-person informal review would create an undue
health risk. The PHA will consider other reasonable requests for a remote informal
review on a case-by-case basis.

Ensuring Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities and LEP Individuals

As with in-person informal reviews, the platform for conducting remote informal reviews
must be accessible to persons with disabilities and the informal review must be conducted
in accordance with Section 504 and accessibility requirements. This includes ensuring
any information, websites, emails, digital notifications, and other virtual platforms are
accessible for persons with vision, hearing, and other disabilities. Further, providing
effective communication in a digital context may require the use of individualized
auxiliary aids or services, such as audio description, captioning, sign language and other
types of interpreters, keyboard accessibility, accessible documents, screen reader support,
and transcripts. Auxiliary aids or services must be provided in accessible formats, in a
timely manner, and in such a way to protect the privacy and independence of the
individual. PHAs may never request or require that individuals with disabilities provide
their own auxiliary aids or services, including for remote informal hearings.

PHAs are required to make reasonable accommodations in policies, practices, and
procedures to ensure persons with disabilities have a full and equal opportunity to
participate in and benefit from all aspects of the informal review process. See Chapter 2
for a more detailed discussion of reasonable accommodation requirements.

If no method of conducting a remote informal review is available that appropriately
accommodates an individual’s disability, the PHA may not hold against the individual his
or her inability to participate in the remote informal review, and the PHA should consider
whether postponing the remote informal review to a later date is appropriate or whether
there is a suitable alternative.
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Due to the individualized nature of disability, the appropriate auxiliary aid or service
necessary, or reasonable accommodation, will depend on the specific circumstances and
requirements.

As with in-person reviews, Limited English Proficiency (LEP) requirements also apply to
remote informal reviews, including the use of interpretation services and document
translation. See Chapter 2 for a more thorough discussion of accessibility and LEP
requirements, all of which apply in the context of remote informal reviews.

Conducting Remote Informal Reviews

The PHA must ensure that the lack of technology or inability to use technology for
remote informal reviews does not pose a disadvantage to families that may not be
apparent to the PHA. The PHA should determine through a survey or other means if these
barriers exist prior to conducting the remote informal review and, if the family does not
have the proper technology to fully participate, either postpone the informal review or
provide an alternative means of access.

As with in-person informal reviews, the PHA must provide all materials presented,
whether paper or electronic, to the family prior to the remote informal review. The family
must also be provided with an accessible means by which to transmit their own evidence.

The PHA must ensure that the applicant has the right to hear and be heard. All PHA
policies and processes for remote informal reviews must be conducted in accordance with
due process requirements and be in compliance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 982.554
and guidance specified in Notice PIH 2020-32.

PHA Policy

The PHA will conduct remote informal reviews via a video conferencing platform, when
available. If, after attempting to resolve any barriers, applicants are unable to adequately
access the video conferencing platform at any point, or upon applicant request, the
informal review will be conducted by telephone conferencing call-in. If the family is
unable to adequately access the telephone conferencing call-in at any point, the remote
informal review will be postponed, and an in-person alternative will be provided
promptly within a reasonable time.

At least five business days prior to scheduling the remote review, the PHA will provide
the family with login information and/or conferencing call-in information and an
electronic and/or physical copy of all materials being presented via first class mail and/or
email. The notice will advise the family of technological requirements for the hearing and
request the family notify the PHA of any known barriers. The PHA will resolve any
barriers using the guidance in Section 6 of Notice PIH 2020-32, including offering the
family the opportunity to attend an in-person hearing.

If the informal review is to be conducted remotely, the PHA will require the family to
provide any documents directly relevant to the informal review at least 24 hours before
the scheduled review through the mail, via email, or text. The PHA will scan and email
copies of these documents to the PHA representative the same day.

Documents will be shared electronically whenever possible.
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The PHA will follow up the email with a phone call and/or email to the applicant at least
one business day prior to the remote informal review to ensure that the applicant received
all information and is comfortable accessing the video conferencing or call-in platform.

The PHA will ensure that all electronic information stored or transmitted with respect to
the informal review is secure, including protecting personally identifiable information
(PII), and meets the requirements for accessibility for persons with disabilities and
persons with LEP

Informal Review Decision [24 CFR 982.554(b)]

The PHA must notify the applicant of the PHA’s final decision, including a brief statement of the
reasons for the final decision.

PHA Policy
In rendering a decision, the PHA will evaluate the following matters:

Whether or not the grounds for denial were stated factually in the notice to
the family.

The validity of the grounds for denial of assistance. If the grounds for denial are
not specified in the regulations, then the decision to deny assistance will be
overturned.

The validity of the evidence. The PHA will evaluate whether the facts presented
prove the grounds for denial of assistance. If the facts prove that there are grounds
for denial, and the denial is required by HUD, the PHA will uphold the decision
to deny assistance.

If the facts prove the grounds for denial, and the denial is discretionary, the PHA
will consider the recommendation of the person conducting the informal review in
making the final decision whether to deny assistance.

The PHA will notify the applicant of the final decision, including a statement explaining
the reason(s) for the decision. The notice will be mailed within 10 business days of the
informal review, to the applicant and his or her representative, if any, along with proof
of mailing.

If the decision to deny is overturned as a result of the informal review, processing for
admission will resume.

If the family fails to appear for their informal review, the denial of admission will stand
and the family will be so notified.
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16-111.C. INFORMAL HEARINGS FOR PARTICIPANTS [24 CFR 982.555]

PHASs must offer an informal hearing for certain PHA determinations relating to the individual
circumstances of a participant family. A participant is defined as a family that has been admitted
to the PHA’s HCV program and is currently assisted in the program. The purpose of the informal
hearing is to consider whether the PHA’s decisions related to the family’s circumstances are in
accordance with the law, HUD regulations and PHA policies.

The PHA is not permitted to terminate a family’s assistance until the time allowed for the family
to request an informal hearing has elapsed, and any requested hearing has been completed.
Termination of assistance for a participant may include any or all of the following:

e Refusing to enter into a HAP contract or approve a lease

e Terminating housing assistance payments under an outstanding HAP contract
e Refusing to process or provide assistance under portability procedures
Decisions Subject to Informal Hearing

Circumstances for which the PHA must give a participant family an opportunity for an informal
hearing are as follows:

e A determination of the family’s annual or adjusted income, and the use of such income to
compute the housing assistance payment

e A determination of the appropriate utility allowance (if any) for tenant-paid utilities from the
PHA utility allowance schedule

e A determination of the family unit size under the PHA’s subsidy standards

e A determination to terminate assistance for a participant family because of the family’s
actions or failure to act

e A determination to terminate assistance because the participant has been absent from the
assisted unit for longer than the maximum period permitted under PHA policy and HUD
rules

e A determination to terminate a family’s Family Self Sufficiency contract, withhold

supportive services, or propose forfeiture of the family’s escrow account [24 CFR
984.303(1)]
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Circumstances for which an informal hearing is not required are as follows:

e Discretionary administrative determinations by the PHA

e General policy issues or class grievances

o Establishment of the PHA schedule of utility allowances for families in the program

e A PHA determination not to approve an extension or suspension of a voucher term

e A PHA determination not to approve a unit or tenancy

e A PHA determination that a unit selected by the applicant is not in compliance with the HQS
e A PHA determination that the unit is not in accordance with HQS because of family size

e A determination by the PHA to exercise or not to exercise any right or remedy against an
owner under a HAP contract
PHA Policy

The PHA will only offer participants the opportunity for an informal hearing when
required to by the regulations, and if the PHA denies a request for a reasonable
accommodation (See Chapter 2).

Remote Informal Hearings [Notice PIH 2020-32]

There is no requirement that informal hearings be conducted in-person, and as such,
HUD allows PHASs to conduct all or a portion of their informal hearings remotely either
over the phone, via video conferencing, or through other virtual platforms. If the PHA
chooses to conduct remote informal hearings, applicants may still request an in-person
informal hearing, as applicable.

PHA Policy

The PHA has the sole discretion to require that informal hearings be conducted remotely in case
of local, state, or national physical distancing orders, and in cases of inclement weather or natural
disaster.

In addition, the PHA will conduct an informal hearing remotely upon request as a reasonable
accommodation for a person with a disability, if a participant does not have child care or
transportation that would enable them to attend the informal hearing, or if the participant
believes an in-person hearing would create an undue health risk. The PHA will consider other
reasonable requests for a remote informal hearing on a case-by-case basis.

Ensuring Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities and LEP Individuals

As with in-person informal hearings, the platform for conducting remote informal hearings must
be accessible to persons with disabilities and the informal hearings must be conducted in
accordance with Section 504 and accessibility requirements. This includes ensuring any
information, websites, emails, digital notifications, and other virtual platforms are accessible for
persons with vision, hearing, and other disabilities. Further, providing effective communication
in a digital context may require the use of individualized auxiliary aids or services, such as audio
description, captioning, sign language and other types of interpreters, keyboard accessibility,
accessible documents, screen reader support, and transcripts. Auxiliary aids or services must be
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provided in accessible formats, in a timely manner, and in such a way to protect the privacy and
independence of the individual. PHAs may never request or require that individuals with
disabilities provide their own auxiliary aids or services, including for remote informal hearings.

PHAs are required to make reasonable accommodations in policies, practices, and procedures to
ensure persons with disabilities have a full and equal opportunity to participate in and benefit
from all aspects of the informal hearing process. See Chapter 2 for a more detailed discussion of
reasonable accommodation requirements.

If no method of conducting a remote informal hearings is available that appropriately
accommodates an individual’s disability, the PHA may not hold against the individual his or her
inability to participate in the remote informal hearing, and the PHA should consider whether
postponing the remote hearing to a later date is appropriate or whether there is a suitable
alternative.

Due to the individualized nature of disability, the appropriate auxiliary aid or service necessary,
or reasonable accommodation will depend on the specific circumstances and requirements.

As with in-person reviews, Limited English Proficiency (LEP) requirements also apply to remote
informal hearings, including the use of interpretation services and document translation. See
Chapter 2 for a more thorough discussion of accessibility and LEP requirements, all of which
apply in the context of remote informal hearings.
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Conducting Informal Hearings Remotely

The PHA must ensure that the lack of technology or inability to use technology for remote
informal hearings does not pose a disadvantage to families that may not be apparent to the PHA.
The PHA should determine through a survey or other means if these barriers exist prior to
conducting the remote informal hearing and, if the family does not have the proper technology to
fully participate, either postpone the informal hearing or provide an alternative means of access.

As with in-person informal hearings, the PHA must provide all materials presented, whether
paper or electronic, to the family prior to the remote informal hearing. The family must also be
provided with an accessible means by wich to transmit their own evidence.

The PHA’s essential responsibility is to ensure informal hearings meet the requirements of due
process and comply with HUD regulations. Therefore, all PHA policies and processes for remote
informal hearings will be conducted in accordance with due process requirements, and will be in
compliance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 982.555 and the guidance for conducting remote
hearings specified in Notice PIH 2020-32.

PHA Policy

The PHA will conduct remote informal hearings via a video conferencing platform, when
available. If, after attempting to resolve any barriers, participants are unable to adequately
access the video conferencing platform at any point, or upon request, the informal
hearing will be conducted by telephone conferencing call-in. If the family is unable to
adequately access the telephone conferencing call-in at any point, the remote informal
hearing will be postponed, and an in-person alternative will be provided promptly within
a reasonable time.

At least five business days prior to scheduling the remote hearing, the PHA will provide
the family with login information and/or conferencing call-in information and an
electronic copy of all materials being presented via first class mail and/or email. The
notice will advise the family of technological requirements for the hearing and request
the family notify the PHA of any known barriers. The PHA will resolve any barriers
using the guidance in Section 6 of Notice PIH 2020-32, including offering the family the
opportunity to attend an in-person hearing.

The PHA will follow up with a phone call and/or email to the family at least one business
day prior to the remote informal hearing to ensure that the family received all information
and is comfortable accessing the video conferencing or call-in platform.

The PHA will ensure that all electronic information stored or transmitted with respect to
the informal hearing is secure, including protecting personally identifiable information
(PII), and meets the requirements for accessibility for persons with disabilities and
persons with LEP.
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